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Report of the
11th International Symposium
for Tropicai Root Crops (ISTRC)

The triennial symposium was held in
Port of Spain Trinidad and Tobago
during the period 19-24 Qctober 1997
and was hosted by the University of the
West Indies (IJWI St Augustine) and
the Ministry of Agriculture, Land ang
Marine Resources (MALMR),

Over 70 papers and 30 posters were
presented to the Symposium from
around 120 delegates drawn from 33
countries around the world.

The Symposium was cpened by the
Minister (MALMR) and the UWI St
Angustine Campus Principal and Dean
of the Faculty of Agriculture,

The proceedings of the Symposium
were divided into plenary and simulta-
neous sessions covering production and
productivity, propagation and
tuberisation, utilization and utility, pests
and diseases, genetics and breeding
technology. A book of abstracts which
also inciudes details of the programme
is attached.

Sponsorship for delegates to partici-
pate at the Symposium were received
fromsix principal sources. These were:

() Commonwealth Foundation

(ii) EuropeanCommission{DG XII)

(iii) Technical Centrefor Agricultural
and Rural Cooperation (CTA)

(iv) Department for International De-
velopment (Central funds)

(v} Department for Internatronai De-
veiopment {RNRRS Crop Post-
Harvest Research Programme)

(vi} International Foundation for Sci-
ence (IFS)

In addition supporl was aiso received
from the International Science

Programme for Uppsala University,
Sweden.

Sponsorship supported the attendance
of a total of 31 delegates vaived at
approximately US$60,000. Thisspon-
sorshipis gratefully acknowledged and
was recorded at the Official Opening
Ceremony, during the General Meet-
ing of ISTRC Members and at the
Official Closing Ceremony. The sup-
port from sponsors will be recorded 1n
the Proceedings of the Symposnun.

The proceedings witl be published as a
special issue of the Journal of Tropical
Agriculture of the University of the
West Indies and these are expected,
subject to additional sponsorship to be
ready to go to press by April 1998,

During the Symposium the Executive
Council of the Society held a General
Meeting of members present and
clected a new Council led by Dr. N,
Poulter as the new President,

The quality of the scientific presenta-
tions made to the Symposinm were
judged to be of a high standard, though
variable depending on the resources
available to some researchers in devel-
oping coungries. The fact that the Jour-
nal of Tropical Agricultureis willing to
accept the majority of papers for pub-
tication, albeit well edited, istestimony
to their level of quality and relevanceto
the lecadership.

The logistical arrangements for the
Symposium, both scientifically and
socialiy, were very well organized al-
lowing optimal interactions between
deiegates frem around the globe.
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Mr. President, Members of the Execu-
tive Council, Members of the Society.

Our Society, indeed any Society, is
only as good/strong as its membership,

The Executive Council gives guidance
and facilitation to its members - which
it must represent. It is therefore your
Society and you must be persistent in
demanding what you want from i,

My feeling from what I've seen over
the last six years, in my earlier roles as
Councilior Publications and VP (Fund
Raising) is that members are strong and
enthusiastic, but perhaps feel a littie let
down by the wider contribution that the
Society has made up to now.

Ihave nottherefore taken acceptance of
this nomination as President lightly -
since if I am to be what [ consider to be
an “effective” President then it will
require a great deal of commitment and
foresight.

I 'would also expect this level of com-
mitment from our eouncillors and you
the membership. Shakespeare, the world
famous poet, wrote a play called “The
Merchant of Venice”. You may be fa-
riliar with this play, in which the mer-
chant wished to “extract his pound of
fiesh™ in return for a favor that he gave.
Councillors and members may there-
fore wish to look apon me as “the
merchant” of roots because I will ex-
pect everybody to contribute fully. I
may not be liked as a consequence.

As the new President I intend to de-
velop together with you a vision for the
Society, (with an associated strategy
for its achievements) which I hope will
be sustained as we move through the
next years.

I believe the Society has a significant
roie (through its membership drawn
from around the world) to serve as an
ctiective lobby group to provide and
advise on coherent policies forresearch
and development of tropicai root crops
into the future,

We will raise our profile as a profes-

sional Society, capable of guiding and
responding to the reeds of ali sectors
“Our Stakeholders™ - ranging from the
general public, which includes tropical
roof crop farmers, traders, processors,
consumers and their associations
through such agencies as National Ag-
ricultiral Research and Extension Or-
ganizations, the so-called Advanced
Research Organizations, the Interna-
tional Centres of the CGIAR and the
Private Sector”.

We will improve the level and quality
of commuzicitions between members
of our Society.

To do this, we will do a number of
things which inciude: publish the Pro-
ceedings of the Symposium in good
Hime.

We will explore mechanisms for the
appropriate use of electronic informa-
tion exchange, mechasisms, inciuding
e-mail domains, web sites and by other
means.

We wili develop the Society’s News-
ietter to become a regular and informa-
{ive feature of the Society, and we wili
wentify and commission reviews and
studies on topical issues which I intend
to pudblish on a regular basis as a bulle-
tin series of the Society.

We wiil look to our beneficial associa-
tion with ‘other respected professional
societies and networks thereby serving
as a conduit for interchange of informa-
tion from our commodity based society
to other more broadly based societies -
such as the varicus nationai and inter-
national Crop Science Societies, the
Tropical Agriculiure Association and
80 on, and with National and Regional
Root Crops Society such as those in the
Caribbean, Japan, Brazil, Indiz and so
on. We will also explore in depth the
refationships that ISTRC has with its
regionai branchesin Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Pacific,

It is my intention to consider the estab-
lishment of a permanent Secretariat for
our Society to ensure that there is con-

Acceptance Speech of ISTRC President-elect at
General Meeting of 22 October 1997

Nigel Poulter, President elect

tinizity into the fufure so that we might
deveiop an improved instifutional
memory and archives, whilst serving as
an effective clearing house for coordi-
naticn of our new activities and roles.

f would also develop clear terms of
reference foreach members of the Coun-
cii, including the Presideni.

It would be my intention to seek sup-
port for all these activities from the
range of traditional sponsors as well as
new sporsors, For our Society to grow
in stature we need to be seen to be

¢reédible source of professional advice

arising from our membership. Success
breeds success, and I believe that if we
can raise our professional profile, we
wiil attract strong support, This will in
turs raise the numbers of our member-
ship,

I have therefore come full circle in that
1 started by saying that Our Society is
only as good and as strong as its mem-
bership. Growth in owr membership
will be a strong indicator of cur suc-
cess,

Inconclusion, I will, as your new Presi-
dent, give my very best efforts to the
positive evolution of Cur Society - to
make it one which our members re
overly proud of and which is known for
1ts professional integrity and ability to
deiiver by ail our “stakeholders”.

“Tcannot finigh without thanking outgo- -

ing members of the Executive Council,
and in particular our President, Dr,
Hahn, our Secretary/Treasurer, Dr.
Bons:, and finaliv Dr. Ceaser, our Past
President. These colleagues have con-
tributed very significantly to the Soci-
ety to make it what # is today and wouid
like us all to acknowiedge their contri-
bation to ¢ur Society.

1 am humbled by your nomination as
President of this Society at a time when
we have returned to our roots here in
Trinidad and Tobago. I hope that, I,
tegether with our Council, will be able
to make these roots floaurish and flower
abundantiy into the future,

Tharnk you.




President

Job Description: To represent, as
leader of the Executive Council and the
Society’s membership, the best inter-
ests of the Society in furtherance of its
AlLMS,

Terms of Reference:;

- To oversee the actions of the Execu-
tive Council and to ensure appropri-

Draft Terms of Reference
for ISTRC Executive Council (November 1997)

ate actions are taken to schedule.
- To represent the Membership, in
accordance with the Constitution.

- Todevelop ad maintain the develop-
ment of the Society, i assoctation
with the Executive Council through
its strategic action plan, pubhcations
and fund raising activities.

- To preside over the Triennial Sym-
POSIiEm.

- In association with the Secretary/
Treasurer, ensyre suitable arrange-
ments are made for the hosting and
delivery of the Triennial Sympo-
shuim.

- To ensure actions, as appropriate,
are taken to maintain the society in
positive financial balance, at all
tmes.
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Vice President (Fund Raising)

Tob Description: To act on behaifl of
ithe President and Members of the Soci-
ely 10 solicit appropriate funding and
other support for the Sociely’s activi-
liesin furtherance ofthe Society’s aims.

Ferms of Reference:

- Todevelop, cultivate and maintain
links with all appropriate sources
of support to the Society, inciud-
ing financial support.

- Tomanagethe sourcing of support
in a manner professionally consis-
tent with the aims of the Society.

- To ensure that all conditions asso-
ciated with support granted to the
Society are duly met.

- To call upon all other members of
the Executive Council to assist the
officer in the execution of his dy-
ties, as required,

- To prepare ad hoc and at minimuim
regular annual reports on the above
to the Secretariat each yearin Sep-

tember, and in advance of the Tri-
ennial Symposium covering the
previous three years,

- To attend the Trienaial Sympo-
sium of the Society and provide a
verbal report to the General Meel-
ing supported by the written report
which will be copied to all mem-
bers attending the meeting in ad-
Vance.

- To depuuze for the President by
arrangement with the President.
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Secretary/Freasurer (permanent)

fob Description: To serve as the op-
erational and coordination centre of the
Society and to manage its financial
resOurces.

Terms of Relerence:

- Fo hold, manage ang account for
the Sociely’ s linancial resources.

- Torelease fands onty with the prior
agreement of the President,

- To serve as a centre for collation
and maintenance of past records
and information periaining to the
Sociely’s activities.

- Toprepare annual audited accounts
ofthe Society and to have prepared
in advance of the Trienpial Sym-
posiumastatement ofthe accounts,

- To take responsibility for mem-
bership recruitment drives and fol-
tow through.

- Toprepare ad hoc and at minimurm
regular annual reporis onthe above
to the Executive Council each year
in Sepiember, and in advance of
the Triennial Symposium cover-
ing the previous three years.

- To attend the Trieanial Sympo-
sium of the Society and provide a
verbal report to the General Meet-

ing supporied by the written report
which will be copied to ali mem-
bers attending the meeting in ad-
vance.

- To facilitate and aceept all finan-
cialresources owing to the Society
including income from meinber-
ship fees, confercnce registration
and other income.

- To maintain at all tmes a current
membersiip Hst, ensure memper-
ship renewals are issued and re-
ceived, and distribute the Hst annu-
aily to all members.

- Toprovideto the GM of the Trien-
nial Symposium an account of the
membership.



Councillor Pablications

Job Description: To promote the in-
terests of the Society in furtherance of
its Aims through the management of all
dissemination outputs (publications)
that arise.

Terms of Reference:

- Toseek and collate relevant infor-
mation for publication in the
Society’s twice yearly Newsletter.

- Todevelop and manage the devel-
opment of the Society’s electronic

information systems. .

- To manage the coordination of
paper and poster contributions
made to the Triennial Symposium
- making arrangemesnts for their
selection, technical review and
compilation, i association with
the President and the Secretary.

- Todevelop and manage the public
relations/awareness propaganda
emerging from the Society.

- To manage the development of a
HBalletin Series of the Society.

- Toprepare ad hoc and at minimum
regular annual reports onthe above
to the Secretariat each year in Sep-
tember, and 1n advance of the Tri-
ennial Symposium covering the
previous three years.,

- To attend the Triennial Sympo-
sium of the Society and provide a
~verbal report to the General Meet-
ing supported by the written report
which will be copied to all mem-
bers attending the meeting in ad-
ValCe.

Regional Councillors

Job Description: To be the Society’s
representative in the region to facilitate
lwo way exchange of information rel-
evanttothe furtherance ofthe Society’s
aims,

Terms of Reference:

- To publicize the activifies of the
ISTRC at appropriate fora,

- To serve as the linkage between
the Mother Society and the regional
branches of the Society.

- 10 seek new members to the Soci-
ely.

- Toreview and contribute to strate-
gic reviews, ovérviews of national/
regional requirements and activi-
ties.

- To review scientific papers as re-
quired,

- To inform the ISTRC Executive
Council through the Publication
Councillor of activities, new ini-
tiatives, workshops, conferences,
resolutions, national and regional
plans and any other appropriate
information which is of relevance
to the Society and its wider mem-
vership,

- Toprepare ad hoc and at minimum
reguiar annuai reporisonthe above
tothe Secretariat each year in Sep-
tember, and in advance of the Tni-
ennial Symposium covering the
previons three years.

- To attend the Triennial Sympo-
sium of the Scciety and provide a
verbal report to the General Meet-
ing supported by the wriften report
which wil} be copied {0 all mem-
vers attending the meeting in ad-
vance,
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" Dr.s. Chandra, Councillor, South Pacific

There are 6 participants from the South
Pacific at this Symposium. They have
givenpapersin areas of policy develop-
- ment, plant nutrition, economics and
- agromomy,

The Australian Cenire for International
Agricultural Rescarch {ACIAR) con-
tinves (0 support research into nutri-
tional studies of cassava, sweet pota-
toes, taro and yams in the South Pacific.
This work is undettaken by the Univer-
sity of Queensland and the Australian
National University researchers and
scientists in Samoa and Tonga.

The Australian Agency for International
Development (AnsAID) funds agricul-

turai projects in the South Pacific, Sev-
cral of these projects support agrical-
tural production and protection which
are directly and indirectly linked to
tropical root crops.

The Australian National University
continues {0 work on a pumber of
projects in Papua New Guinea which
have impact on tropical roof crops.
The University of New England has
several projects on the economics of
tropical root crop production and mar-
keting in Fiji and other countries.

The University of South Pacific, Suva
and Alafua Campuses, continues to do
work on production and breeding of

Highlights of Tropical Root Crop Activities in the
South Pacific, 1994-97

tarc varieties.

The University of Technology, Papaa
New Guinea has a major program on
tarc and sweet potatoes agronomy.,

National Agricuitural Research Cesn-
tres in Papua New Guinea, Fiji
Solomons, Vanuatu, Samoa, Tonga,
Cook Islands, Niue and Kiribati con-

“tinge to undertake research and exten-

sion work on cassava, faro, giant taro,
yams and sweet potatoes. Main themes
ar¢onbreeding, varietal selections, pro-
duction systems, pests and disease con-
trol, post-harvest storage, marketing,
homan nuirition and extension mes-
Sages.




Nigel Poulter, President ISTRC

We have come (0 the end of another
very interesting Symposium. This has
heen the 1lth in which we have re-
(rned to the birthplace of the Society.

We have listened to over /0 papers and
had the pleasure of viewing over 30
posters. More than one hundred people
from 33 countries have attended.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, sweet potato,
yams and taro have been hirm favorites,
with cassava and round potato taking
something, for many presenlations, of a
hack seat al this meeting. This may be
in part a rellection of the importance of
sweet potato, yams and taro in the Car-
ibbean region, but also in Asia from
where we have had strong representa-
tion at this meeung. Unfortunately, de-
spite its relative proximity, representa-
tion of our membership from countries
in Latin America has been disappoint-
ing, whilst our African brothers, de-
spite problems of distance and visas,
have made a good showing,

Lookingatthebalance of oral and poster
presentalions across the fields of re-
scarch if is particularly interesting for
me 10 note that a good proportion have
deall with post-production aspects.
These have included product develop-
ment, processing innovations, qualily
assessment and market development.
Thig, Tfeel is an encouraging evolution,
perhaps reflecting (he increased in-
volvement and interaction with private
sector interests I tropical root crops,
and perhaps also the view expressed on
anumber of occasions during the week
with respect to the need for agriculiural
diversification and value addition for
the benefit of smaliholder farmers and
consumers ol these crops,

The Symposium organizers have heen
tough with authors of papers (o ensure
hard and electronic copies have been
ladged in advance of the meeting and
thatihey have beentechnically reviewed
during the week. | think you will all
agree with me that s discipline will
be of benefit 1o those authors who have
stood the pace and ulumately 10 the

Society in terms of the guality of the
Proceedings it produces. Wehaveheard
that these Proceedings will be pub-
lished as a special volume of the J.
Tropical Agriculiure (UW1) and it 18
the Ex Council’s firm expectation that
these will be prepared n record uime.

We owe a considerable debt of grat-
tude to our hosts here in the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago. We have been
hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Land and Marine Resources, (ogether
with the University of the West Indies.
We have enjoyed the traditional gener-
osity and friendship of the peoples of
this place. I believe those of us who are
visitors will leave with sorrow but with
fine memories which [ am sure will
linger on and draw us back whenever
possible (o these beauliful islangs.

[ would like again to thank most sin-
cerely our hosts and to especially rec-
ognize the Trojan efforts and commit-
ment of one person. This person, against
high odds, and with little money, has
learnt over the preceding months o
become an insommiac, & banker, an
editor, a travel agency and tour opera-
tor, an expertin making telephone calls
around the world in the middle of the
night, and confirmed noveau addict of
the computer and its e-mail functions.

And all this has been addstion to her
normal duties as a senior lecturer at the
UWTI at St Augustine and as a top class
research scientist. do, of course, refer
to the ISTRC Vice President for this
Symposium, Dr. Lynda Wickham, new
Councillor/Treasurer. Bul there are
many olher people 10 thank also, in-
chuding our sponsors [or this Sympo-
sigpm, who have been acknowledged in
the Vote of Thanks at the Official Open-
ing Ceremony. They include the Com-
monwealth Foundation, the European
Comumission, the Technical Centre for
Agricultural and Rural Cooperation
(CTA), the Internauonal Foundation
for Science (1FS) and the UK's Depart-
ment for International Development
(DFIDY formerly known as the Over-
seas Development Administration

Closing Speech from the New President ISTRC

(ODA), together with a range of local
sponsors. Again many thanks to you all
for your tremendous Support.

I would like to add to this st those who
are unfortunately often torgotten - but
without whom nothing could ever hap-
pen. These are all those people who
gave us such a friendly welcome at the
airport and swiftly facilitated our entry
into Trinidad. And there are also those
who carried us safely around Port ot
Spain and into the countryside on our
various tours and visits, To all of you
from the Ministry of Agriculiure, Land
and Marine Resources, thank you.

I spokein my address o you yesterday,
as your new President, of the vision that
I have for cur Sociewy. I spoke of the
role that the Sociely will play mnramsing
the profile of our mandated crops with
regard (0 the place that they have in
sustaingd food securnity into the next
millennium, We will achieve this
through putting our house in order,
making our aclivilies more transparent
and delivering whalt is expected ol usto
our membership and the wider agricul-
tural research and development com-
munity. You will therefore be hearing
from me again soon and | sincerely
eOCOUrage your active participation in
this process.

Thank you all, safe journeys, and sce
YOU again very soom,
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Nigel Poulter

In mid 1996 over 30 poteniial sponsors
for the Symposinm were contacted.
Only around 10 replies were received
by December 1996 and those not re-
sponding were recontacied in January

1997,

Sponsorship for delegates to partici-
pate at the Symposium were received
from six principal sources. These are:

(1) Commonwealth Foundation

(i1} European Commission{DG XD

{iii} Technical Centre for Agricuitural
and Rural Cooperation (CTA)

{iv) Department forInternational De-
velopment {Central funds)

(v} Department for Infernational De-

velopment {(RNRRS Crop Post-

Harvest Research Programme)

intermational Foundation for Sci-

ence {IFS)

{vi}

In addition support was also received
from the international Science
Programme of Uppsala University,
Sweden,

This sponsorship supported the atten-
dance of 31 delegates from 17 coun-

Vice President {fund raising) Report to General
Meeting Trinidad 22 October 1997

tries. These were Australia, Barbados,
Ghana, India, famaica, Malawi,
vicxico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New
(yuinea, Philippines, SierraLeone, Tan-
zania, Togo, Uganda, USA and UK,

The average cost to support delegates”
attendance at the Symposium was US$
2000.

The CTA have expressed an interest in
supporting the production of the pro-
cecdings that will be issued from the
Symposium and this will be discussed
with them in the next few weeks,
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[¥5 is an international, non govern-
mental, nonprofit organization.

Its Secretariat is located in Stockholm,
Sweden, IFS is governed by an interna-
tional Board of Trustees, The overall
objective of TES is to contribute to the
strengthening of capacity in develop-
ing countries to conduct relevant and
nigh quality research on the manage-
ment, use and conservation of biofogi-

-..Cal resources and the environment which

these resources occur in and depend on,

IES aims to identify young promising
scicntists with a potenital for becoming
future lead scientists and science lead-
ers and supports them in their early
careers to cnable them to get estab-
lished and recognized, nationally and
inlernationally,

IFS support is primarily financial and
in the form of research grants. These
amount fo USD 12,000 and may be
renewed. AnlES grant is neither atravel
grant nor a study fetflowship, but rather
is 1ntended for the purchase of basic
tools of research: equipment, expend-
able supplics, and literature. IFS grants
are awarded on an individual basis.

Upon becoming an IFS grantee, the
Foundation also makes available other
kinds of support such as arranging sci-
entific contacts for the grantee and or-
gamizing IFS workshops and regional
meelings.

Supplementary travel grants may be
awarded in order that grantees may
atiend scientific meetings. An impor-
tant service provided by IFS is the pur-
chase and delivery of equipment and
supplies to grantees,

Applicanis for an IFS grant have to be
native {0 a developing conntry in Latin
America, Africa, or Asia (excluding
countries in Eastern and South Eastern
Burope or the former Soviet Union).
They have to have an academic degree
of not less than an M8c¢. or the equiva-
lent. At the time they submit their first
proposaltoIFS, they have to be younger
than 40 years and at the beginning of
their research career. For candidates
from China an upper age limit of 30
appiies. Applicants must be employed
at a university or research institution in
a geveloping couniry; the institution is
exprected to provide salaries and basic
rescarch facilines. The research pro-

International Foundation for Science (IFS) -
Research Grants for young developing country

posed by the applicant has to be carried
outin a developing country, and it must
be relevant to the needs of the country
or region. IS accepis applications in
the areas of Crop Science, Food Sci-
ence, Forestry/Agroforestry, Natural
Products, Animal Production, and
Aquatic Resources.

Applications must be made on the [FS
application form (in English or French)
which is available from the IFS Seore-
tariat. IFS relies on a worldwide net-
wOrk of senior scientists (o evaluate the
research proposals.

International Foundation for Science
Grev Turegatan 19

5-11438 Stockholm, Sweden

Phone: +46 8 54581800, Fax: +46 8
34581801, Internet E-Mail:
info@ifs.se
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Application/renewal of membership/request for publications

[ wish 1o be a member of the ISTRC, and | enclose:
Membership fee 1998-2000 ... USS30.00
[please pay in USS using a bank draft made out to 1I8TRC]

Name: ProffDr. /M AIrs/Ms. ¥ i

AdAress: oo

PO N O e eeeeeeeeeeeesinenes FAXNO . e
E-mail address: ooveeiveennnnen.

Area ofresearchfinterest: ...
*Indicate preferred title

{ would like to join ROOTCROPS, the e-mail listserver of ISTRC Yes No

Please mail your payment and request form to:
Dr. Lynda Wickham, Secretary-Treasurer, ISTRC
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