Welcome Address

Welcome to all of the participants at this tropical root crop
symposium. The International Potato Center (CIP) is very pleased
to host this conference and to have the potato included in the
concerns of this society.

The commodities being addressed by this society will have to be
given greater attention in the future as population growth makes
increasing demand on the use of marginal land. The size of farms
is already decreasing in Asia, leading to more intensive use of
land. Many of the tuber-root crops have a comparative advantage
over cereals in intensive agriculture.

Until now, the nutritional value of most tuber~root crops has not
received sufficient attention. Their value is well known but has
not been publicized, and all too frequently the tuber-root crops
have been classified as only starchy foods. The value of their
vitamins, minerals, and even protein has been overlooked by a
majority of the general public.

You are scheduled later in the week to visit the facilities at CIP
headquarters. I hope that many of you can take the time to also
visit some of our experimental stations representing the major
agroecological zones of the developing world where potatoes are
grown,

The highland area around Lake Titicaca, between Peru and Bolivia,
is where the cultivated potato originated. Peru 1is also the
birthplace of several other tuber-root crops that are still used
in a minor way, but these crops could increase in Importance in
the future due to population pressures. While you are here, there
is opportunity to learn more about the future potential of these
minor commodities.

We will do our best to help you have a successful conference.
Please let us know 1f you have special interests that we may help
you with while you are here in Peru.

Richard L. Sawyer
Director General
International Potato Center
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