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A total of 54 accesssions of sweet potato (Ipomea batatas( L. ) 
Lam) were collected island-wide and grown under uniform field 
conditions. After thorough screening at the end of the first 
crop season, it was found that there are as many as 46 
distinct cultivars in St. Lucia. These cultivars were clas­
sified into different categories based upon vine pigmentation, 
storage-root skin colour and flesh colour, crop duration and 
yield. The characteristics of all these cultivars were 
documented for ready reference and comparison against possible 
new introduction. 

RESUME 

Un totai de 52 acqu.i.o.i.Uono de patate a e.te. coUecte. a tltaveJto 
i'.tie et m.i.o en cuitUlte dano deo cond.i.Uono de tell.ll.a.i.n un.i.6oll.me. A 
ia fri.n de i' anne.e ie tll..i. M.i.gneux e.tabUt i I ex.i.otence de 30 cuit.i. vOJto 
d.i.ot.incto a Ste-Luc.ie oeuiement. Ceo cuit.i v OJto Mnt cwoMo a POJtUIl. 
de ta cotoll.at.ion d~o U. UYI eo , de", lcac..i.ile.,:' tube.Ji..i"je.e,j (peau et chcU/t), 
de ia dUlte.e du cycle et du Il.endement. Leo cOJtactVteo de touo Mnt 
enlteg.i.otlte.o pOUlt e.tll.e Il.ap.i.dement uUUoe.o et pll.e.ven.i.1l. deo .i.ntltoduct.wno 
.i.denUque", • 

INTRODUCTION 

The cultivation of sweet potato is widespread in 
St. Lucia because it forms a source of food for most farm 
households. This same tuber crop provides a major farm acti­
vity in the south-western parts of St. Lucia (agro-ecological 
zones IV and V). consequently, its contribution to farm family 
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