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EFFECTS OF METALAXYL AND BENOMYL ON POST-HARVEST DECAY OF 
CORMS OF DASHEEN COLOCASIA ESCULENTA (L.) SCHOTT 

SUMMARY 
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Tests were carried out to prolong the shelf life 
of dasheen corms. The dip in a mixture of 250 ppm metalaxyl 
and 500 ppm benomyl preserved the dasheen corms in excellent 
condition for up to 4 weeks at ambient conditions. Pythium spp 
and BotryodipZodia theobromae were isolated from rotted corms. 
The treatment is described and recommended for use in the 
export of dasheen corms both within and outside the Caribbean, 
subject to acceptable residue levels. 

RESUME 

De-6 te-6t-6 ont ete. conduit-6 pOUlt une cOMeJtvation acCJtue 
de-6 tubeJtcu.ee-6 de c. escuZentum (tMO) apJte.-6 Jtecoete. Un tJtempage dan-6 
une Miut.i.on compoJttant 250 ppm de metaiaxyi et 500 ppm de benomyi 
gMde ie tubeJtcu.ee de tMO en exceiiente cond.i.Uon j'U-6qu' a 4 -6ema.i.ne-6 
en m.i.Ueu amb.i.ant. Pythium -6pp et BotryodipZodia theobromae ont ete. {M­
U-6 de-6 poUJtJt,(tUlte-6. Le tJta.i.tement deCJt.i.t -6e Jtecommande pOUlt i I expio.i.­
tat.i.on daM ia CMa.tbe et au deia, MU-6 ia Jte-6eJtve que ie-6 Jte-6.i.dU-6 
demeUltent en de<;-a du -6euii du -6euii d I acceptab.i.Ute.. 

INTRODUCTION 

Dasheen (CoZocasia escuZenta (L.) Schott) is a staple 
food crop of the wetter, humid regions of the Caribbean, 
cultivated primarly for its corms. Dominica is the largest 
producer of dasheen in the region producing 10,700 tonnes 
of dasheen annually from 850 ha (ADAMS and p' DIAL, 1983). 
On average 300 tonnes of dasheen corms worth $ 268, 000 
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