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SUMMARY 

Although M.occv.,.i.a maCJl.oJVI.h.i.za is considered a minor edible 
aroid in the Pacific as a whole, it is a staple food in 
Western Samoa and a program to improve production has been 
initiated. As baseline information for a genetic improvement 
program, present cultural methods practiced by Samoan farmers 
have been described and a technique to estimate yield without 
harvesting, by estimating stem weight from circumference 
and length measurements, has been developed and used to 
estimate yields in a large number of farmer's fields. 

RESUME 

B.i.e.n que. Alocasia macrorrhiza M.i.t con6.i.de.lle. dan6 i'e.Me.mbie 
du Pac.i.{J.que. comme. une aIlo.i.de.e come6tibie m.i.neUlle, c' e6t un aUment 
de bcv.,e a Tonga et aux Samoa occidentaie6, et un pllogllamme d' ame.­
UOllatioYl de 6a plloduct.i.on e6t commence.. Au titlle d' .i.n6ollmation de bcv.,e 
pOUll un pJtogllamme d' ame.Uollation ge.ne.t.i.que, ie6 pllat.i.que6 cuitUllaie6 
actueUe6 de6 SamoaM ont e.te. de.CA..i.te6 et une. techn.i.que d' e6t.imat.ion 
du Ilendement 6aM lle.coUe (pall e6timat.ion du po.i.d6 de f.a t.ige Pall 
6a c.i.llcon6e.llence et 6a iongueUll) a e.te. m.i.6e au po.i.nt et ut.i.t.i.Me 6U1l 
un gJtand nomblle de cuitUlle d' expio.i.tant6. POUll de.veioppeJt ie6 
techn.i.que6 neceMa.i.lle6 au pllogllamme d' ame.t.i.oJtation ge.ne.t.i. que. , f.a 
pllat.i.que de f.a 6R..olla.i.Mn pall i' acide g.i.bb~ellique. a e.te. e.tudie.e et 
ie6 1le.6uitat6 Mnt d.i.6CUte.6. 
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